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  Thursday, October the 20th at 10am we interviewed Linda Paul, a woman who lives in Australia. Mrs  Paul was born in Brisbane, in the Eastern Australia (Queensland), and now she lives in Melbourne, a large city in the south. She came to France to follow her husband. Thanks to her information and other knowledge, we were able to make a report about Australia.

  Australia is a country in the Southern hemisphere which covers 768 650 km2 of the Oceania (the European continent can be within) . Its capital is Canberra, and not Sidney, which is the most famous city and the largest one in Australia.
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  The country is inhabited by 22 million people and it is a constituted monarchy which is governed by the present leader of Great Britain, the queen Elisabeth II.

  This land has a complicated weather.

 Indeed, the temperatures vary between north and south. In the north, people have a tropical climate: from December till April it is very hot and humid (= 30°C). We can even observe summer tropical rains. At the beginning of April, the rains stop and the temperature goes down to 25°C. Between May and September, the temperature is mild and the weather is dry. 

  In the south, there is a Mediterranean climate: from April till October, there is a cold weather (=11°C). The summer begins in December and goes on March. The temperatures are around 20°C and there is a dry weather.

  In the middle of the country, there is a barren climate: the rains are rare and the temperatures are between 12 and 18°C (depending of the season).

  Because of the climate, the isolated island has some typical and unique species of animals like Dingo. Dingo are wild dogs which attack the cattle. That why Australian people had built the dingo fence which crosses 5 320 km of the land.
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There are also kangaroos (which appear in the coat of arms with the emu), koala, platypus, penguins...

  Australia shelters the 10 most dangerous animals of the world.

The great white shark (which attack sometimes the surfers), the saltwater crocodile (which eat careless tourists) the stone fish (a venomous master of camouflage), the blue ring octopus, the box jellyfish, the taïpan snake (which lives in the desert and has the more virulent venom in the snake world), the brown snake (which has the second more one), the tiger snake, the red back spider (which is the most dangerous spider in Australia), the funnel web spider (which is very present around Sidney).
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  Every single Australian animal inspired the believes of the Aboriginal culture, for example, the Dreamtime is a myth of the creation of the world and in fact, it came from the dream of a snake (about the legend if the snake is awaken, he stops dreaming, and it will be the end of the world). These beliefs pass over through the songline; It is an invisible pathway, like a melody and it helps to grow in one's life. The story of the songline is not written, but Aborigines had expressed it through the Aboriginal art (the paintings of Aboriginal people usually embodies the different spirits that created the Universe). There are some sacred places in the country like the famous mountain Uluru (called Ayers Rock or Magic mountain) which is located in the red center. 
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  It has become a touristic place, like the Sidney Opera (it is one of the most famous buildings of the 20th century) and the Great Barrier Reef (situated in the northeastern Australia, it is the biggest in the world, it measures     2 600 km and has an area of 350 000 km2.

  About the sea, Australian people eat some fish and lots of other things. They don't have typical dishes so they eat everything like French food, English food, Asian food.

They also eat kangaroos (gourmet food) and barbecue for Christmas.

  To get fit, Australian do surf, enjoy rugby, softball, hockey, tennis... There are a lot of sports events. 

  The most famous of the sportswomen is Cathy Freeman. She is an Aboriginal sports star and activist . When she was young, her goal in the life was to be an Olympic champion and in 2000, she won the woman's final of the 400 meters at the Olympics games.

  Australia is an amazing land where you could see a lot of things. I advise you to come in this country especially during their typical celebration such as in the 26th of January (the Australia day. It is the celebration of the first British colony), for Christmas, for the festival of Sidney in January (during this festival, there are music, dance, circus, act...) or for the Tropfest, the biggest festival of short film in the world).

Safe travel
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