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Friday, October 21st 2011

This Thursday, October 20th, we welcomed Linda Paul, an Australian woman at the Lycée Champollion for an interview. She comes from Brisbane and lives in Melbourne : she came from France because of her husband's work.

          Australia is a huge country and even bigger than Europe with about 22 million people. The highest temperature can be about 40°C and the lowest can be 10°C.

Australia is mostly desert but one can find some trees, not a lot, but a few. There is a great variety of landscapes but it's mostly the Bush which is very present.

[image: image2.jpg]


Among well-known Australian fauna are the platypus,

 a host of marsupials including the kangaroo, koala 

 “cute but who makes some terrible noises 

when he's angry”, and the birds such as the emu.

 But Australia is also home to many dangerous animals 

including the most venomous snakes in the world (the

 taipan), crocodile (salt-water crocodile), the box jellyfish, 

the stone fish, spiders (red black spider, funnel web spider) and the great white shark.

           Food is influenced by multiculturalism in Australia. There is a lot of Asian food, maybe the meat pie is the Australian meal ? And there is also plan pudding which is composed of fruit, alcohol and custard. The fish is the “new tradition of celebrating Christmas” instead of the turkey. The modern way of celebrating Christmas is to going to the beach and to put some candles in the sea.

          In Australia, the scholar year is from January to December, Australian students have less holidays than us. They have to wear a uniform and don't have cantine, their hours are from 9 A.M. TO 3 P.M., and they don't have classes on Saturday.

The students who live in the Outback (Bush/desert) follow the classes by mail (“school of the air”).
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          The integration of Aboriginal people is

 a very present subject is Australia.

“Generally, they are in their own 

property, not is the city so, they are 

not well educated that's why they were

 taken from their families (sometimes 

alcoholics) to be educated” said Linda.

She doesn't believe in the Dreaming : it's an 

Aboriginal belief which explains the creation 

of the world by the Dream of a snake, but she

 respects it “it's an other way to live”. She admires the Aborigines and found their culture interesting and surprising.

          Finally, we asked if she likes France : she loves France and found French people very friendly, more patient than Australian people” and we hope that we'll go one day to Australia. At least to see Uluru, the Opera House in Sydney, Melbourne and... To see crocodiles.

          Writing by Deloulme Océane, Coronini Margaux, Lefebvre Audrey, Mazbouh Lara, Servet Hélia, Mas Delphine.

